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Introduction 


Jelcome to the wonderful and magic world of origami. This collection teaches. 
the new folder how to get started in origami and to systematically aquire more 
‘skills. The first part of the book introduces techniques and maneuvers, and 
builds upon them using simple models as examples. Intermediate and 
advanced models are gradually added, and students quickly find themselves 
origami masters. 


This book can also be used as a text or lesson plan for individuals, schools or origami 
courses. Start from the beginning of the book. and fold through II. one model at a 
time, Diagram symbols. techniques. and terminology are introduced progressively, and 
each model builds upon the skills aquired in completing prior ones. 


Every model has been tested by novices. Nothing included here is impossible, but 
some areas require practice to perfect. If you find a new technique especially difficult 
to acquire. persevere. Start again from the beginning, or put the model aside and try 
again later. 


‘There are many styles of origami. and many approaches. In this book I have included 
only models which can be folded from one uncut square. Some of the origami in the 
first chapter is traditional. and two pieces in the advanced chapter were created by 
Fred Rohm, an American origami pioneer, Any models without credit are my designs. 


As in all my books, the illustrations conform to the internationally accepted Randiett- 
Yoshizawa conventions, These symbols are used in most recently published diagrams. 
so learning them will open the pages of other origami books, too. 


‘The colored side of origami paper is represented by the shadings in the diagrams, 
Origami paper can be found in many hobby shops or purchased by mail from 
OrigamiUSA. 15 West 77th Street, New York. NY 10024-5192 or from Dover 
Publications, Inc., 31 East 2nd Street. Mineola, NY 11501. Large sheets are easier to 
use than small ones, 


Many people helped make this book possible. I wish to thank Beth Maccallum for 
Introducing Pred Rohm's models to me. and Krista Willett for introducing them to 
Beth. Special thanks to Bea Rohm for her permission to use Fred' models. | would 
also like to thank Jan Polish for her work as editor. Of course I also thank the many 
folders who proof-read the diagrams, 


John Montroll 
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Symbols 


Fold in this direction. 


Fold behind. 


Fold and untold 
Tum over. 
Sink or three dimensional folding 


Place your Anger between these layers 


Chapter 1—Beginner 


Squash Fold 


Getting Started 
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Review 
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Following the diagrams: 


1 paper is colored on one side. white on the. 
other The shading in the diagrams represents the colored 
ide, In the first step of each model. check which side 
begins tace up. 


2. In each step. check for the kind of folds being done. 
along with possible landmarks. 


3, Make sure you look at the next step to ee what the 
Hold wili become M 


4. Hold your paper exactly as shown in the diagram. note 
any Instructions to turn over or rotate the model 


5 Be sure. " 
„pot to skip steps ॥ ta perhaps the most 


Structures and Bases 











Kite Fold Pish Base 
Watertomb 
w Bird Base 








Chapter! 11 


Getting Started 





New Symbols: 


Vale fold ne (dash dash das ik ah retin fe aro 
ok in front along the Ine 





Mountain ne kdah or dot das ein 
fl behind along the ne 


Crease line, an existing fold in the paper. 














CUP 7০০০৭ 


helpa the folding to become automatic 


Begin with the ‘Though the comers at the top nto. 
white ade fare up) should met they uc 
{old in hal, corner Depart wa Ube diagram for 
ta corner arty: Fold one side down, 
4 2 5 5 6 

Fold the corner to the dot Fold the other commer, Fold one layer down 

7 
s 9 

Fold behind along Place 

the mountain ld finger te cu 

line. ‘open the cup p 
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Hat = New Symbol: 
For this model = few fds 
pi pil 20e 
পি 
LEE Sexo; 
id coc hat wit be erent 














Fold the corners down. Fold the corners up. 
one at à me. to meet ‘one ata ime. 
at the bottom. 


5 6 


Tum over. 
Repeat on the 
‘otter side. 
8 o ° AL 
There are no landmarks. 
u 12 A 
Place your Anger 
inside The hat. 
to open. an 


Getting Started 13 





Pull Out 


and 1. Fald 
Pull out, same as rr 


the untold arrow. 
2 Untold 


Fold and unfold 


























Pull out the top. Here wa three Pull out 
layer, follow the dimensional 
dot in steps 7-0. Intermediate view 


Pin Wheel wato 


For this example ali jour corners 
De pulled out. Like the house. 
u 





I 


Pok the comers 
‘old to opposite 
Place your Anger 
Poki the corners =s 
the corner 
10 2 " ? 
Pull out the 
white corner. 





old o tbe right 
EM 





Fold two. 
10 he center. 


Pull out the 
lower corner, 


Pin Wheel 


Pull Out 15 


Squash Fold 


In a squash fold. some paper is and then made flat. Iis 
‘usualy indicated wth à LLL pace 
our hnger Toc vet wil una mero the ui nd 


Many Squash Folds su 


1 





‘There are no 
landmarks 
Begin the squash fold Intermediate step. Note 
by putting your finger that the mountain fold 
s š m al the way. becomes the new edge 
7 
‘There ts a large square on 
ROCCA 
the left. Whatever m done ta 
the right square will also be 
done to the left one 
Completed squash Squash fold. 
fold on the right 
8 9 10 
Sauash-fokd. same" 
iai as steps 7-8 
" 12 13 
Squash fold. fold, same Practice model of 
as steps 10-11. ‘squash folds. 


House rome 

















Fold to the center 





Piano «sss 
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Preliminary Fold 





‘The preliminary olds the beginning shape of 
bande af crm designs” he tme because two 

basen, the bird base and fog base. refolded rom | 

o idę methods are en ugh method 3 

provides the preliminary fad a more accurate 2 
Tanner I you fold the preliminary o wang cach 

2 Eee mye eile 

diagrammed as shown to the right. Z 








Method 1—Uses squash folds. 
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Method 2—Uses fold and unfold. 
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Sailboat rosters 


This sailboat ts the logo for OrigamiUSA. Note 
the Jagged arrow in step 7. This indicates the 








Preliminary Fold 19 





" 12 13 14 


Waterbomb Base 


‘The waterbomb base is called that because the 
waterbomb balloon te made from it. slong with lots, 
of other models. It is the same as the 
folded To show | 















NK Steps Mme Waterbomb Base 


Waterbomb rosna 





Fold to the center. 
Repeat behind. 


Waterbomb Base 21 





Blintz Fold 


In blintz fold, the four corners are folded to the center to 

make a smaller square with more points. Using the additional 

শিব more pounts are then vate of Mam things 
‘rom a square can be folded from the blintz fold. 


Blintz Fold 


Fold mm belt Fold the comers 


to the center. 


Fortune Teller sonra 








Petal Fold 








Used to indicate a line 
or lor an x-ray view. 
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step. 


Table ৮৯০০ 











Fold up. 
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19 
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16 
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Fold to the center 











. En; AS: 








BOX vonaton of me maaana zor 


gives another example of the petal fold. 


traditional bax is from a rectangle. For this 
a method of dividing into thirds is shown. 


Te 
box. 
This, 








Fold in halt. 


Fold in hal 





10 








Petal Fold 27 
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Repeat behind. 


Inside Reverse Fold 4 


A reverse fold e harder to explain than t is 1o do In an inside reverse 

ol an end ofthe paper is de so that 1 front and 
bask layer: The me ta diy dled for ths mamuevez, There la 

also an outside reverse fold. to be shown later. The inside reverse fold 

Is much more common. however. and is often called a reverse foki. ln 

addition to the inside reverse fold, the kite fold ts introduced. 


Two Reverse Folds noce woss 
1 2 3 
"ue calle a ie 
Tola and unio a ance mep 3 
mtb 
4 5 6 7 
"— ra 
EE and pth e 
top ft model in the 
উল of te woe 
Te completed fold a 
z 
Are mensional Revere the 
= ws 


Peacock «ss 


GQ € A A 
RA ছৈ 
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Bird Base 


Petabfold, Petalzokd behind, Le. 
mia দিপা tind. Bird Base 


Flapping Bird ranna Flapping Bird 
1 2 * 
M 2 
Reverse ok Pun the tall back and 
fhe toto of the feck. 
Fuld the wing 
ith step 7 of the — M e er ad 
e vere fold. ereto haka. 
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Crane += 





Bird Base 31 





Frog Base 


The frog base is named far the frog folded 
from it e starts from the preliminary 








— 
a 
5 ০ | 7 
mM DAD AA 
Enna A ER 
8 9 10 
matu 
EG 
1094. Repeat ‘Unfold. Repeat LI TT N 
" 12 13 
— 
পু 
‘This ts the ‘Repeat 


32 Teach Yourself Origami 





i 
i | 
| 
<> > š 
Ë i 
il pł 
> oe < i 
hop præ 
il i 
< SS: 


Frog Base 33 
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Fold behind. 


Frog 








Outside Reverse Fold 


Foran outside reverse føl. two layers are foc around 
themselves, To do so „model is unfolded. 





X 
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MS diet 
— dd termediate step. 
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Fold and unfold, 
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Outside reverse toa, 


t, L; 


Outside reverse-fkd. 


L L 
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Penguin 


See how the angle of 





Rabbit-Ear Š 


while forming the rabbit ear. À fish base is made from two rabbit ears. | 


Fish Base 


eee 


Fold and unfold, Fold and unfold, 
Fold and unfold. Told a rabbit ear 
The results are the 


Fish 7০৮ 


IT 


Begin with the 
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Crimp Fold 














A crimp fold ts a combination of two reverse folds: New Symbol: 
— pibe cm evens a var of 
[AA 
ই হত y 
iore et wn oh ach de 
mm 

Crimp Folds | 
1 2 3 t 4 \ 

niet aes Begin a crimp fold. 
Ë f A 


Crimp told. ০ 
— 


Crimp Folds Il 


2 
” 4 
Begin wah sep 
three dimensional 
timp নন" ermede ep Comp tek ‘rump fla 
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5 6 $ 


E 4 


Camp ol Tus i Crump told. 
‘similar to the reverse 
folds in the duck tai 


Crimp Folds III 


DD ta = 


Sogn an ep rom e শি” 
Duck and SWAN conte rom poges 35 ana ১৮-1০ ০০০ manng touches 
Form the beaks 
Ni crt ok 


Lb L 


(Crimp Fold 41 


Sink 


A sink fold is when the center of the paper is folded inside. 
Much of the model is unfolded to accomplish the sink Do not 
be afraid to unfold a model. With ali the creases It e very cany 
16 refold everything quickly. In the diagrams there wil be a 
mountain fokd ine long witha push In arrow. 


Sink mode: 





Fold and unfold. 





Double Rabbit-Ear 


A double rabbit ear is a way to bend and thin a 


Bla started at the top point. the rest ofthe 
ling follows naturai 


Double Rabbit-Ear svo 


1 2 - 3 | 
Fold and untold. ite fold Kue fold 


Jen x 

m^ LEE Uu, 
zm z 

Bamar Base. = নলা 


Double rabbit-ear 
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Review 


Here is a e af types of folds and ferent 
‘structures and bases. A few models wili be 
‘shown. each featuring a different type of fold. 


Structures and Bases 





Waterbomb Base Bintz Fold Bird Base Frog Base 


Types of Folds 


Vaney tela Manor miracle 
Mowa uia Reverse 

E: (tse reverse ft 
Foi and unicki Co tia 
Squash fold Rabka 

ilios Double abort ear 

















Fold to the center. 





Untold. 





! 
| 


Fold a corner 





Bring the right dot to the let 


Fold close to the end. 


‘one, which is a bit beyond 
the edge of the paper. 
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°° 
model uses 
folds. The dotted line m step 16 ° 
16 used for an x-ray view. 








Fold and unfold. 








10 " 12 


Unfold. Repeat E Reverse fold 
behind 


Repeat behind, 


13 14 15 


Repeat behind. 

Reverse fold. 
Reverse toid 

Repeat behind, Repeat behind 


Reverse tod. Reverse old Reverse told ali the 
Repeat behind. layers together. 
19 
20 
Mountain fold. Repeat behind. 
Fish 


Three-Headed Moat Monster 


This me uses the ar bane alone 
with several outside reverse folds 





/N dí 
£ 2 s 1 4 
A 
Make the — Petal fold behind. 
preliminary fold 
5 3 7 | 8 | 
Do nat repeat 
behind, Cutie rever. Outside rere oid 
9 n À 12 
থৈ een Ouiadereverse fold. Outside reverse tld 
Repeat behind. 
Rotate. 
q 13 2 14 0 15 
old the ta 
Fold inside. Repeat behind. Fold the tat টার 


back and forth 
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Goose 


 Double-rabbit ear 
behind and rotate. 


12 





> i 

© =f 
i 

® q 


‘This model uses the bird base along 
with several double rabbit ear foda. 
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Chapter 2—Intermediate 
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18 


17 


Only the head is shown. 
Fold one of the two. 


Layers down to widen 
the head. Repeat 





22 


Flatten the beak. Fold inside 
at the tall. Repeat behind. 
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Toucan 57 


58 Teach Yourself Origami 


Outside-reverse fold, 


20 


8 


Doubie-rabbit-car. 
Repeat 














me with a bird base with a 
an in e center. The fur comer of he 
the head. tal, and wings. 
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10 " 12 
Fold and unfold. u 


13 


15 


14 





i 


si 


ji 


Minor miracle. 
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Curi the petals. 





৮16 19 
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Crimp fold the feet and spread. 
the wings. Repeat behind. 


Reverse-fcld the head. 


Crimp folds. 
Repeat behind. 


এ এ 
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‘Turn over and rotate This is the same as 





Pull out the 


== 


Repeat behind. Tha he ban bi Reverse folds 





Repeat behind. 


Repeat behind 


Outside reverse told. 





Crimp-fold the beak. Repeat Reverse fold the 
behind for the wings. feet: Repeat behind. Cana 


Canary 71 








9 9 


Make the Kate ota, Unfold. Repeat 
preliminary fold Repeat behind. “il”: 





Petal fold Petal fold behind. Pull the two corners 
apart as far as possible. 
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Petal folds. Reverse folds, 


Reverse folds 
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৮1 <p 
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Repeat behind. an 
À Repeat behind. LM AM. 

E mum 

= izes 


76 Teach Yourself Origami 


IH 


1, Crimp-foid. 
2 Reverne fold. 


19 


18 


484 


2. Reverse folds, Repeat behind. 








Ex: = E>! E 


=ë E gel i 


Er < 


Repeat behind. 


Squash-fold 
Tuck. Repeat behind. 


34 
Repeat Outside reverse told 
25 hiss u 
h 1 
/ 2 
um 
Outside reverse bid LM. à kapeti bemi 
2 mp tid —— 
de 29 
30 


| - 


1 — 
2 Revere fl 3 উদ" 
Cat 
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Lion 


‘The lon uses a technique similar to the cat but 
with more paper tn the front to form the mane. 








Fold and untold. 








Untold. 


= 


Fold and unfold 
Repeat behind. 


SZ 
Fold to the line. 
Repeat 





Fold and unfold. 
Repeat behind. 








Lion 85 








Fold and untold 
Untold, Repeat behind. Repeat behind. Repeat behind. 


1. Unfold, 
2. Reverse-fold. 
Repeat behind. 





15 16 





Unfold from behind. 
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20 


19 


Reverse folds. 


‘Spread squash folds 


22 


Squash foida. 


21 





Tuck. Repeat behind. 


RZ 

Y 
ZN 
Crimp-foid. 


27 


Y Y Y 


Pull out. Repeat behind. Repeat behind. 


1. Fold a few layers together 


[৷ 
2 Reverse kada Repeat behind. 
3 Revere ld 


37 





Camel 





ES Ed 
a M > € 
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À Reverse. Repeat behind, 








H 


E 


3 
| Crimp-fold, 
Tin and shape Che inj 
Shape the body. 
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Fred Rohm x Impossible kuse 
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Fred Rohm's Impossible Vase 


Fred Rohm created this vase as 


Unfold Repeat steps 2-5, 






































০০৬০০০০০০৪০ m Repeat step 18-17 on 
ihe prany fala. tt ae eer aden 























21 




















Squash told 
22 23 24 
Eu DE 
লাল 

Squash fold. preliminary fold. 2 
25 26 27 
fea wee 20-208 m Treme 
০০০০ mum 


28 29 
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Fred Rohm's Water Wheel 
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Water Wheel 
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Fred Rohm's 


Deer 








A. & f. 
& & 2 
A Bl | 
ANA A | 


Repeat tea 16-19 
coe ads | 
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1. Crimp toa. 1. Double rabbit-ear 
2 Reverse fold 2 Tuck inside. 
Repeat behind. 


a 








Elephant 
ED 


Elephant are fun to fold and fun create. ae 
ret more elephants than any other animal This model 
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Elephant 
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Bee 
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Bee 117 
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Squash ০০, 


Pull out the hidden corner 
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Afterthoughts 


services, Origami) SA holds an annual origami convention where 
ree of older gather for a few days 1 learn. share. and 


Torre practice developing skle yau have learned ia thts 
book, "you might look at The foot bucha aks 

Organ Scptres 24 mode dogs. horse. bison. 
Panda. wa rom a dolar ডি peacock. greet dapes 
ee 


Pesto Orga 4 model ncia anno, 
npatonaurus, pterodactyłua. triceratops. 


Origami Sea Lafe. Robert Lang. co author 8 creatures inching 
‘whales, mollusks. Nahen. echinoderms, crustaceans. 


Ata Anna in Organi modele cig rock, 
orilla, rhinoceros. hippopotamus. zebra. 





Mythological Creatures and the Chinese Zodiac in Origami 20. 
‘models including the 12 animals of the Chinese zodiac (rat ox, 
iger, rabbit. dragon. and others) along with unicorn. pegasus. 
hrec headed dragon. 


Books can be ordered from OrigamiUSA or Dover. Addresses are 
(pven In the introduction. 
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Teach Yourself Origami 
John Montroll 


Interested in origami but too busy to take a clase? The solution is literally at hand with 
this easy-o-understand, instructive volume that is virtual 
for beginners 








stage of each Beginning with an explanation of how to follow diagrams, readers 

learn the basi folds, one at a time, of each new fold appear with illustrations of 

traditional modela as well as some fs own designs, for a total of 27 simple 
A dosen intermediate designs "a 





pi. 
by five advanced modela: an impossible vaas, 


absolute must for teachers, this fun-filled book is appropriate for paperflders of all 
abilities and serves as an excellent introduction to origami as well as an 
informative guide or those already aquainted with the art 


Original Dover (1996) publication in amoclation with Antroll Publishing Company. 1,042 
black-and-white illustrations Instructions 120pp 8 L4 x 11. Paperbound i 


1 
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